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            COUNTERING CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIOLOGICAL &  
            NUCLEAR (CBRN) DISINFORMATION: 

                  UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA) FIRST COMMITTEE 
  
 

 

 
Disinformation* by State-sponsored and State-adjacent actors has been observed across multilateral 
fora and will likely feature at the 81st session of the UNGA First Committee. Further information 
can be found at www.GPWMDCounterDisinfo.com. 

WHY IS DISINFORMATION A RISK AT THE UNGA FIRST COMMITTEE?  
CBRN disinformation refers to deliberately false or manipulated information concerning CBRN 
equipment, technologies or materials. In the First Committee, statements, rights of reply and official 
documents can be used to place unfounded allegations into the UN record, consuming negotiating 
time and recasting political disagreement as contested questions of fact that the Committee has no 
mandate to verify. Member States are also targeted directly, through misrepresented verification 
findings or fabricated allegations about their civilian and scientific activities. Such claims erode 
confidence in the UN system and in international verification bodies, fuel friction among Member 
States and disrupt negotiations. Understanding recurring narratives and tactics equips delegations 
to pre-emptively debunk falsehoods, alert others to emerging patterns and build State and 
institutional resilience. 

WHAT DISINFORMATION NARRATIVES COULD BE ENCOUNTERED AT THE FIRST 
COMMITTEE? 

 

 
* Definitively identifying disinformation can be challenging, as deceptive intent and attribution are often unclear. This work 

therefore considers a broader range of narratives containing false, misleading or manipulated information that can distort 
perceptions and influence behaviour. 
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WHERE MIGHT CBRN DISINFORMATION FEATURE AT THE FIRST COMMITTEE? 
Each setting below carries a different risk for disinformation spread: the formal record lends more 
authority to claims, but when encountered in semi-formal and informal settings, disinformation is 
less likely to be scrutinised or verified in real time and can spread more rapidly. 

 
 
HOW SHOULD YOU RESPOND TO DISINFORMATION AT THE FIRST 
COMMITTEE? 
 

 
 
WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
Scan the QR codes below to explore more information on countering CBRN disinformation: 
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