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             COUNTERING RADIOLOGICAL AND NUCLEAR (RN) DISINFORMATION: 

 BUILDING RESILIENCE AT THE 2026 IAEA SAFEGUARDS SYMPOSIUM       
 

 

PRIMER | NOVEMBER 2026 

Disinformation* by State-sponsored and State-adjacent actors has been observed across multilateral 
fora and may also feature at or around the 15th IAEA Symposium on International Safeguards.  
For further information: www.GPWMDCounterDisinfo.com.  

WHY IS RN DISINFORMATION A RISK?  

RN disinformation refers to deliberately false or manipulated information concerning 
radiological or nuclear technologies, materials and weapons. The IAEA Safeguards Symposium 
may be targeted by disinformation intended to undermine confidence in safeguards findings and 
activities and to fuel tensions between the IAEA and Member States, and among Member States 
themselves. Technical information and discussions from the Symposium may be misrepresented or 
manipulated to support false allegations and misleading narratives. This primer helps relevant IAEA 
staff, State and regional safeguards authorities, Member State Support Programme representatives 
and other safeguards and nonproliferation practitioners recognise recurring disinformation narratives 
and tactics to pre-emptively debunk falsehoods, alert others to emerging patterns and build 
State and institutional resilience. 

WHAT NARRATIVES MIGHT APPEAR? 

 

 

 
*Definitively identifying disinformation can be challenging, as deceptive intent and attribution are often unclear. This work 

therefore considers a broader range of narratives containing false, misleading or manipulated information that can distort 
perceptions and influence behaviour. 
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WHERE MIGHT RN DISINFORMATION FEATURE? 

Each setting below carries a different risk for disinformation to spread. Claims made in formal 
settings may acquire unwarranted credibility through the setting itself, whereas claims shared 
informally may spread before their source or evidence can be checked. 

 

HOW TO RESPOND TO RN DISINFORMATION? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? 

Scan the QR codes below to explore more on countering RN disinformation: 
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