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DISINFORMATION AND THE CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIOLOGICAL AND  
NUCLEAR (CBRN) SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL (S&T) COMMUNITY 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 

While the S&T community is generally regarded as a source of factual and objective information, its 

credibility makes it an attractive target for malign actors seeking to manipulate public narratives. By 

undermining trust in scientific evidence, institutions and experts, such actors can create uncertainty, 

distort public understanding and make CBRN disinformation* more likely to take hold. Disinformation 

not only erodes public trust in S&T expertise but can also influence high-stakes diplomatic and policy 

decisions. 

 

INTERSECTION OF S&T COMMUNITY AND DISINFORMATION  

CBRN disinformation can both emerge from within and target the S&T community. The space where 

non-experts interact with S&T information is the most vulnerable, as accurate information can be 

distorted or misrepresented, or misinformation can be capitalised upon to propagate disinformation 

narratives and fuel harmful misconceptions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* CBRN disinformation is the deliberate creation and spread of false or misleading information about CBRN 
materials, technologies, capabilities or activities, including both peaceful and military applications. 
Definitively identifying disinformation can be challenging, as intent and attribution are often unclear. For 
brevity, this note adopts a broad definition of "disinformation" that includes other information operations, such 
as misinformation, as they mislead the audience and shape perception and behaviour. 
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🌐 GPWMDcounterdisinfo.com 
𝕏 @GPctrDisinfo   ▶️ @GPctrDisinfo  
✉ GPWMDCounterDisinfo.com 

LONG-TERM COUNTERMEASURES 

 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? 
Scan the QR codes below to explore more information on countering disinformation: 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@GPctrDisinfo

