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WHY IT MATTERS  
State delegations articulate national positions, engage in dialogue and shape outcomes through 
norm-setting and decision-making. Their visibility makes them prime targets for reputational 
attacks, narrative manipulation and emotionally charged RN disinformation, which is increasingly 
used as a tool of hybrid warfare.1 Such disinformation poses a growing risk not only to the 
perceived credibility of delegations but also to the coherence of diplomatic processes and broader 
institutional trust. 
 
HOW IT WORKS 
RN disinformation strategically undermines state delegations’ ability to perform core diplomatic 
functions by seeking to erode their credibility and trustworthiness. Delegations may be portrayed 
as deceptive or irresponsible (e.g. their state secretly developing or intending to develop nuclear 
weapons or concealing treaty violations);2 as provoking escalation (e.g. intentionally escalating 
tensions by attempting to provoke a nuclear war or drag alliances into direct confrontation);3 or 
acting as proxies for external agendas (e.g. adversaries can use polarising, degrading or 
vilifying language to present delegations as “puppets of foreign interests”).4 These tactics seek to 
weaken delegations’ reputations, impede coalition-building and reduce delegations’ influence in 
negotiations, ultimately disrupting their capacity to shape diplomatic outcomes. 
 
ACTIONS TO STRENGTHEN DELEGATIONS’ RESILIENCE AGAINST RN DISINFORMATION  
This foundational best practice guidance is informed by interviews, practitioner engagement and a 
review of relevant policy and academic literature. It brings together sectoral insights from 
disciplines focusing on information perception and resulting behaviour, as well as analysis of RN 
disinformation dynamics in international fora, including stakeholder-specific advantages, 
constraints and identified practitioner needs. 

RN disinformation is the deliberate spread of false or misleading information about 
nuclear weapons, peaceful nuclear applications or radiological materials. The GP 
WMD Counter Disinfo Initiative has analysed relevant past disinformation tactics aimed 
at preparing delegations for disinformation narratives they may encounter. Further 
information can be found at www.GPWMDCounterDisinfo.com. 
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RN DISINFORMATION DECISION TREE: STEP-BY-STEP GUIDANCE 

 

Scan QR code  
for references 
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GP WMD COUNTER DISINFO INITIATIVE AT GPWMDCOUNTERDISINFO.COM 

   

  

🌐🌐 GPWMDcounterdisinfo.com 𝕏𝕏 @GPctrDisinfo                      
@GPctrDisinfo  
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