


In this document, results from a
laboratory analysis of blood samples

are used to “confirm” the alleged
poisoning of a Russian official with
ricin. The presence of ricinoleic acid
in blood, however, does not confirm
that someone was exposed to ricin.
Ricinoleic acid is a fatty acid found
in castor oil, which is nontoxic, can
be used as a laxative, and is present

in various skin products. Such
“evidence,” in other words, is designed

to sound convincing but is
scientifically flawed. 

Note Verbale #68 (Annex 1), submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2024)

Note Verbale #39, submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2024)

Provision of “Evidence”:
Providing or referencing misleading or deliberately misinterpreted video
footage, photos, or laboratory findings as “evidence” of nefarious activity

What does this commonly used tactic look like in documents submitted to the OPCW?

In this document, a screenshot from a
video is used as “evidence” of chemical
weapons use in Ukraine, with the white

plume allegedly suggesting the deployment
of chemical munitions. However, a

screenshot from a video is insufficient to
determine whether any chemical weapon
was actually used. Conventional munitions
can produce white smoke. While this form

of “evidence” is designed to arouse
suspicion, it does not prove nefarious

activity.



Note Verbale #38, submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2023)

Note Verbale #44, submitted by the Russian Federationto the OPCW (2021)

Appeal to Emotions:
Using emotionally manipulative language or content to elicit feelings of
outrage, fear, anger, and/or sympathy

What does this commonly used tactic look like in documents submitted to the OPCW?

Making claims about the desire of the
so-called “collective West” to dominate
global politics or even subjugate other
countries is a tactic designed to evoke
fear, outrage, and anger. Such claims
also represent an attempt to falsely

link past realities (i.e., historical
colonization by Western powers) with
current circumstances. This tactic is

inherently manipulative, eliciting strong
emotions that may make it difficult for
audiences to process information in a
way that is objective and rational. 

Claiming that certain states—and
the OPCW in general—have an

“anti-Russian” agenda is a common
tactic designed to elicit sympathy

for Russia and fear about the
functioning and impartiality of the
OPCW. The additional statement
about Russia doing “everything

possible” to ensure Navalny’s safety
and to respect his wife’s wishes is

an another attempt to garner
sympathy and arouse feelings of

outrage for Russia’s alleged
mistreatment



Claiming that OPCW activities (in this
case, a technical assistance visit or

TAV) were conducted
improperly or that associated reports

were based on falsified or “staged”
evidence is a common tactic designed to
undermine the credibility of the OPCW.

Russia regularly accuses OPCW
investigatory teams of improper

procedures. While the samples from the
2025 TAV were collected by Ukraine,
the report states that the sampling

procedure was “in line with
international standards” and that the

TAV team was able to confirm that the
chain of custody had been maintained.

This document represents another
attempt to undermine an OPCW

report, this time the report from a
Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) to Syria.

As stated above, the report did not
provide an exact number of

casualties, so this statement is
nonsensical. 

Note Verbale #15, submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2025)

Note Verbale #759, submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2019)

Discrediting the OPCW:
Disputing or questioning the validity of OPCW reports; falsely accusing the
OPCW of engaging in data falsification, manipulation, or deceit

What does this commonly used tactic look like in documents submitted to the OPCW?

Given active conflict in the region,
the circumstances precluding the
TAV team from conducting its
own sampling are self evident.

Identifying apparent “discrepancies” in
OPCW reports is a tactic designed to
arouse suspicion and mistrust of the

organization and its affiliated experts.
However, the report is simply providing
estimates of the number of casualties

(including fatalities and injuries)
according to different witnesses. There

is nothing suspicious or inherently
contradictory about these numbers. 



Note Verbale #38, submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2023)

Aide Memoire submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2018)

Accusation in a Mirror:
Accusing another state of what you yourself have been accused of (and have
likely done/are doing)

What does this commonly used tactic look like in documents submitted to the OPCW?

Russia’s attempt to accuse the US and
Europe of exactly what Russia itself

was accused of (i.e., staging a false flag
operation using chemical weapons) is a
tactic designed to sow confusion and
minimize the impact of the original

allegations brought against Russia. This
tactic effectively muddies the

information environment, making it
difficult to determine which allegation

is true and which is false. 

This document represents another
attempt by Russia to deflect blame
by accusing others (in this case, the
UK government) of the very crimes

it has committed. The document also
represents an attempt to re-write
history: though Russia claims there

is only an “indirect connection”
between the Novichok nerve agents
and the Soviet chemical weapons

program, these agents were in fact
developed under the Soviet chemical

weapons program.  



Note Verbale #68 (Annex 1), submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2024)

Note Verbale #68 (Annex 2), submitted by the Russian Federation to the OPCW (2024)

Flooding the Zone:
Flooding the information environment with numerous, repetitive allegations,
often using a standard template

What does this commonly used tactic look like in documents submitted to the OPCW?

In this document, numerous
successive allegations are listed using

a similar format (an allegation of
“poisoning” followed by claims that
prohibited chemicals were found in
blood or other samples). Notice that
essential details are not provided
about how those samples were

collected or what analytic methods
were used to test for the prohibited
chemicals. This tactic is designed to

overwhelm audiences while
simultaneously giving the impression
that Russia’s claims are numerous

enough to be legitimate. 

In the same note verbale as
above (but included in separate
annex), Russia lists 29 previous
notes verbales. This is another
attempt to overwhelm Russia’s

target audiences and inflate the
legitimacy of its false claims. 




